
MINUTES of the meeting of Soulbury Parish Council held on Monday  17th July 2017 at 7.30pm at 
The Parish Hall, Soulbury. 

PRESENT:- Cllrs Mr V Wright (Chairman); Cllrs Mrs M Rowe; Mr M W Cross; Mr J P Day; 
Wendy Taylor; District Councillor Neil Blake and 7 members of the public.  

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:- 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Alan Stevens, Ian Culley and County 
Councillor Mrs Janet Blake.    

2. MINUTES:- 

 The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 26th June 2017 were approved by the Council and 
signed as a true record.  

3. MATTERS ARISING:- 

 None. 

4. FINANCE:- 

4.1 Payment of the following accounts was unanimously approved:- 
  
  EON   Electricity – Parish Hall    £71.79 
  Anglian Water  Parish Hall     £35.92 
  Tesco   Petrol for strimmers and mowers   £45.48 
  M J Keel   Grass cutting – Churchyard £100.00 
  M J Keel  Grass cutting – Village  £790.00 
  Playsafety Ltd  Inspection fee   £163.80 
  J Dawson  Water for Allotments    £66.12 
  EON   by direct debit      £53.43 

4.2 Copies of the Annual Accounts were handed to members.  The Chairman was 
authorised to sign the Annual Statement.  

   
5. PLANNING:- 

 5.1 APPLICATIONS:- 

  The following application were considered:- 

2017/02216 - The Old School, High Road, Soulbury – Insulation to the 
underside of the roof between the rafters.  Boarding over the 
rafters to form new insulated ceilings.  

There were no objections.  

2017/02434 - Stockgrove Farm, Stockgrove Park, Soulbury – Re-design of 
entrance area to provide entrance lobby with lantern light above.   

There were no objections to this application. 

5.2 The Clerk had received a letter from the Development Management Department at 
Central Bedfordshire Council stating that the application to erect a single wind 
turbine at Checkley Wood Farm, Hockliffe, Leighton Buzzard, was to come before 
their Development Management Committee on the 19th July 2017.  The Parish 
Council were entitled to speak at this meeting, but it was decided that in view of the 
location in another parish an attendance would not be necessary, the Parish Council 
having already written objecting to the application on visibility grounds.  

     
6. ENVIRONMENT:- 



 6.1 CHILDREN’S PLAYGROUND:- 
  
 The Annual Report from Playsafety Ltd had been received and there were no urgent 

matters to be attended to.  

6.2 GRASS CUTTING:- 

 Nothing to report.  Dispute with Mrs Rae over the bill for her windscreen repair had 
not been resolved and the Clerk said he would contact Mr Keel again.   

7. REPORT BY DISTRICT COUNCILLOR MR NEIL BLAKE:- 

 Cllr Blake reported as follows: 

7.1 The first draft of the revised Aylesbury Vale Local Plan was now available.  The plan 
would be considered by the full Council in October followed by a consultation 
period.  The number of houses required to be built in Aylesbury Vale was 28,000.    

7.2 Following the Grenfell Towers disaster, one residential property had had its cladding 
removed.  The Council were also checking all business properties with suspect 
cladding.  

7.3 Work to install broadband was still proceeding in Soulbury.  There was concern at 
some damage caused and the Council were pursuing those responsible.   

7.4 The District Council had had a stand at the Local Government District Conference.  
They had been successful in selling some of their ideas for cost cutting to other 
authorities.   

7.5 The programme of staff re-assessment at the District Council had been satisfactorily 
completed.   

Councillor Blake agreed to make enquiries about two matters raised in questions.  The first 
concerned building within the Conservation Area and the second referred to the unsatisfactory 
repairs that had been carried out to the village sign.  

8. PARISH HALL:- 

 Nothing to report.   

9. MILLENNIUM GREEN:- 
  
 SoulFest  had been a great success financially and as a social event.  It had been well attended.  

The next event was Music on The Green on Sunday 24th July.  

10. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:-  

10.1 There  was a complaint that Gigaclear were parking their equipment on a private road 
and blocking a gateway.   

10.2 There was an enquiry about the provision of a further dog bin.  There was a discussion as 
to exactly where in the village it should be placed, but in the meantime it was decided to 
order a new one, green in colour if possible.  

11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS:- 

11.1  Public Footpaths – the paths needed clearing and were in need of general attention.  
Enquiries to be made as to who owned the adjoining land and also whose 
responsibility this work was, especially in the light of the Devolution Agreement.  

11.2 By Pass - alterations were being made to the central reservation.  

11.3 Trees opposite Dens Store adjacent to the bypass were overgrown and needed cutting 
back.  The Chairman said he would speak to Highways about this.   

12. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING:- 

 Monday  18th September 2017 at 7.30pm.    



  


