
All Saints Church, Soulbury

The church of ALL SAINTS consists of a chancel 33 ft. 6 in. by 19 ft., nave 31 ft. by 20 ft. 6 in., 
north aisle 51 ft. 9 in. by 11 ft., south aisle 31 ft. 9 in. by 11 ft., west tower 16 ft. by 14 ft. 4 
in., and a south porch.

The walls are of red sandstone rubble almost entirely covered with plaster and rough-cast, 
and the dressings are of sandstone repaired with Roman cement. The chancel, north aisle 
and porch have angle buttresses, and the nave and aisles plain parapets. The chancel roof is 
tiled, the remaining roofs being covered with lead.

The original church consisted of a chancel with an aisleless nave. About the middle of the 
14th century the chancel was rebuilt and aisles were added to the old nave. In the next 
century new windows were inserted in the south aisle and the south porch was built. Early 
in the 16th century, probably soon after the grant of the church to Woburn Abbey, the 
arcades of the nave were rebuilt and the north aisle was extended westward, the west 
tower and the clearstory were built, and new roofs were given to the nave and aisles. A 
former north porch existed, the line of the roof being visible over the north doorway of 
the aisle. In 1863 the church was restored.

The chancel has an east window of three lights with modern tracery. The north wall is 
pierced by three windows. Of these two are of the 14th century, the eastern of three 
trefoiled lights with tracery in a pointed head, and the western of two trefoiled lights with a 
quatrefoil in a pointed head. To the west of them is a 14th-century doorway with a two-
centred head and a continuous moulding to the head and jambs. At the west end of the 
wall, low down, is a 15th-century window of two trefoiled lights with a quatrefoil in a 
semicircular head, and to the east of it a 14th-century doorway. Beneath the easternmost 
window is a recess, possibly for an Easter sepulchre, of 14th-century date, with a moulded 
depressed ogee arch and a label with a foliated finial. In the south wall are also three 
windows, two of which are of the 14th century. The eastern is of three trefoiled lights with 
tracery in a pointed head, and the western of two cinquefoiled lights with a quatrefoil in a 
pointed head. The window at the west end of the wall, low down, is modern, except the 
rear arch and jambs, which are of the 15th century. The western splay of the jamb contains 
a squint from the south aisle. Beneath the easternmost window are three modern sedilia. 
All the chancel windows contain fragments of old glass, much of which is of 14th-century 
date, the middle window on the south side having in the quatrefoil an azure shield, 
powdered with golden crosses formy. The chancel arch, of 14th-century date, is two-
centred and of two chamfered orders with semi-octagonal responds having moulded bases 
and capitals; the base on the south side is modern.

The nave arcades are each of two bays with fourcentred arches of two moulded orders, 
supported by a central octagonal pier and responds of the same form, with moulded bases 
and capitals, the bases raised on plinths seen above the seating. The upper doorway from 
the 15th-century stair to the former rood-loft is high up in the north-east angle of the 
nave. The clearstory has two square-headed three-light windows in either wall. The east and 
north-east windows of the north aisle are of early 14th-century date, of two and three 
trefoiled lights respectively, with tracery in pointed heads. The two remaining windows in 
the north wall and that in the west wall are of late 15th-century date, and are of three four-



centred lights, with tracery in four-centred heads. The north doorway is of 14th-century 
date with continuously moulded two-centred head and jambs. To the south of the east 
window is the lower doorway of the roodloft stair. Beneath the windows is a moulded 
stringcourse, part of which is original and part restored; at the east end of the north wall is 
a restored piscina.

The south aisle has a 15th-century east window similar to those in the north wall of the 
north aisle; to the north of the window is a recess with a trefoiled head, and beneath it is 
an aumbry with a pointed head. In the north-east corner of the aisle is the opening of the 
squint to the chancel. In the south wall are two 15th-century windows, each of three 
cinquefoiled lights in a four-centred head, and to the west of them is a continuously 
moulded doorway, having an external label. At the east end of this wall, which has an old 
moulded string-course, is a piscina recess with a cinquefoiled head. The west window is 
similar to the west window of the north aisle.

The tower is of three stages, with an embattled parapet and an octagonal stair-turret at the 
south-west angle terminating at the intermediate stage. The tower arch and the arch to the 
north aisle have hollowchamfered bases, and a continuous outer order. In the west wall is a 
15th-century window of four uncusped lights in a two-centred head, and on the south is a 
similar three-light window. The second stage has a loop light in the west wall, and the top 
stage has in each wall an opening of three pointed lights in a four-centred head.

The south porch has an embattled parapet and diagonal buttresses. The entrance arch of 
two chamfered orders; the windows are of two trefoiled lights in a square head, one on 
each side.

The chancel roof is modern. That of the nave has moulded tie-beams with curved struts 
and wall posts resting on wooden figures of angels holding shields, on two of which are 
carved two molets in chief and a pastoral staff with the letters R.H., possibly for Robert 
Hobbes, Abbot of Woburn (1529). The intermediate tie-beams and the ridge and purlins are 
also moulded. The roofs of both the aisles and of the south porch are of the same 
character and have moulded timbers.

The 15th-century font, which has been much restored, is octagonal with quatrefoiled panels



There are two brasses in the nave. One of them, attributed to John Mallet, who died in 
1516, and Alice his wife, has figures of a woman and eight daughters, and the indents of a 
man, two sons, and of four shields. The other brass has figures of a civilian and a woman in 
pedimental head-dress and an inscription commemorating John Tournay (Turney), the date 
of whose death is 1512, and Agnes his wife.

On the south side of the chancel is an elaborate monument to Sir Robert Lovett, kt., and 
Susan Brookes his wife. It has kneeling figures of the man, his wife and two daughters in 
costume of the early 17th century, and three shields of the arms of Lovett, of Brookes, and 
of Lovett impaling Brookes. On the north side of the chancel is the tomb of Robert Lovett, 
who died in 1699, and of Penelope, daughter of Thomas Aylet, his first wife, who died in 
1688, Anne his daughter, and Robert his only son, who died in 1683. The inscription records 
that his younger brother Laurence is also buried here, that he married as second wife 
Elizabeth, widow of John Bradshaw, and that the monument was erected by his daughter 
Lettice, wife of Thomas Pigott. There is a shield of the arms of Lovett impaling on the 
dexter Azure a fesse embattled between three unicorns' heads razed or, for Aylet, and on 
the sinister Sable a cheveron ermine between three bulls' heads argent, which are the arms 
of Sanders.

The walls of the chancel contain a number of monuments to later members of the Lovett 
family and a small brass tablet to Thomas Lovett, who died in 1491, with a small figure of a 
knight in armour, two shields, one of the ancient and the other of the modern arms of 
Lovett, and an inscription below recording that the tablet was originally in the Turville 
Chapel in Biddlesden Abbey, whence it was removed when the abbey was destroyed in 
1704. There is also a tablet to John Sambee, a former minister of the church (d. 1728), and 
his wife Mary (d. 1723).

There is an oak chest with a curved lid and three locks, dated 1731, in the western part of 
the north aisle, which is used as a vestry.

There is a ring of six bells: the treble and third are by Henry & Ellis Knight, 1661; the 
second by Chandler, 1697; the fourth and fifth are by an unknown maker of the first half of 
the 15th century, and are inscribed ' Sancte Martine ora pro nobis' and 'Sancta Margareta 
ora pro nobis' respectively; the tenor is by Bartholomew Atton, 1592. There is also a 
sanctus bell by Richard Chandler, 1714.

The communion plate includes a large cup and paten of 1630 and a large flagon of 1672. 
There was formerly another paten, which was recently stolen.

The registers begin in 1676.

There is also an account book of 1658, which was restored to the church in 1911.


