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CHURCH NEWS - Philip’s Message  

Dear friends, April traditionally has a more gentle 
character than March, although with current 
weather patterns who knows? Two things come to 
mind immediately to me when I hear the word April---"April Show-
ers" the song and my A level English Literature studies, especially 
Chaucer's Canterbury Tales. "Whan that Aprille with its 
shouers  suiter" or words to that effect. 'When that April with its 
sweet showers comes along, people started going on Pilgrimage (in 
this case to the shrine of St.Thomas a Becket at Canterbury Cathe-
dral in the Middle Ages). There are 23 characters in the book, in-
cluding Geoffrey Chaucer himself and all have to tell a tale on the 
journey from Southwark in south east London to the city of Canter-
bury to while away the time. It was also a competition and the spin-
ning of the best story got a prize of a free meal at the Tabard Inn at 
the end of the return journey. A bit like distracting children on a 
long car journey by playing I Spy! April was a good time for the 
journey - longer daylight hours, warmer, probably no snow and only 
gentle showers. In modern times in the northern hemisphere the 
Spring has also become the time to launch new military offensives, 
hopefully avoiding the quagmires of WWI. April is also the time 
when grass needs urgent attention and work can begin in earnest in 
gardens. "The Garden of the Beloved" is a lovely book written by 
Robert Way and illustrated by Laszlo Kubinyi about a disciple 
(unnamed) wandering through a garden and encountering caterpil-
lars, worms,  strange birds, moths etc. and deals with many of life's 
issues via an allegory of faith, love and the search for God. 

"The rapturous nightingale sings; Wooing the rose; In the midst of 
the Garden newborn; But only the gardener knows; Of the labour 
that brings; To the Garden its beauty; he toiled all day in the heat; 
And his feet; Have been wounded by many a thorn".  (The Diwan of 
Zeb-un-Nissa, quoted by R.Way) 

So enjoy April, the garden and a good read, God Bless, Philip.  

CONCERT: Don’t forget to buy your tickets for the Ridgeway 
Chorale on Saturday April 23rd in the church at 7.30pm. Proceeds 
will go to the general running of All Saints’ Church which is in a bit 
of a bad way financially, since the numbers coming to church have 
dropped considerably lately. It is difficult to see how we can go on 
much longer to open the church for a congregation of 7 or 8 people. 
DO PLEASE COME AND SUPPORT YOUR CHURCH.   

SUPERFAST BROADBAND - WHEN? It is 
impossible to get direct and accurate information from BT or Open 
Reach regarding  if or  when, all or part, of Soulbury is due to be 
upgraded. Those interested in Soulbury “catching up” could consider 
e-mailing our AVDC councillor who is in contact  with BT. 
nblake@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk 

MILLENNIUM GREEN NEWS: New people have 
recently become involved with the work on the Millennium Green 
and exciting things are happening. The chickens are in a new run 
with a lot more space and are laying eggs again. Plans are afoot for a 
shipping container to be bought and placed on the concrete base 
next to the shed, so we can store our ride-on mower, Allen scythe 
and grass cutters in a more secure place that will deter thieves. If 
you would like to become involved, please phone Alan on 270213 
or come along on Saturday mornings. We would also like to grow 

vegetables near the chicken run on raised beds in the near future. 

Wanted by the Parish Council on the 
occasion of the Queen's birthday  

The oldest Resident within the Parish        
The person who has resided the longest in 
the Parish 
The newest Boy and the newest Girl resid-
ing in the parish 

 
Do you know these people? If so please advise The Parish Council or 
email Alanstevenstup@aol.com 

SOULBURY VILLAGE CRICKET CLUB will 
be playing in the Morrant Four Counties Cricket league again this 
year in Division 5 on Saturdays throughout the season with friendly 
matches on Sundays. Weather permitting, play commences on after-
noon of Saturday 23rd April with a friendly against Leighton Town at 
their Bell Close ground.  

Saturday league matches: 

30th Apr: Away 13.30     Thurleigh 2nd XI                                 
7th May: Home 13.30     Thurleigh 2nd XI                               
14th May: Away   13.30     Milton Keynes 2nd XI                       
21st May: Home   13.30     North Crawley 3rd XI                        
28st May: Away 13.30     Lidlington 

Sunday friendly matches: 

23rd Apr: Away 13.00     Leighton Town 2nd XI (Saturday)      
1st May: Home 14.00     New Bradwell                                     
8th May: Away 14.00     Drayton Parslow                               
15th May: Away 14.00     Steppingley                                       
22nd May: Home 14.00     Stewkley                                            
29th May: Away TBA       Drayton Parslow : Twenty20 

Please remember the Race Night which will be held in the 
Clubroom on Saturday 9th April. Please support your local village 
cricket team by coming along. Cost is £10 per person, to include a 
hot supper. Horses can be purchased in advance for £5 – you choose 
the name. Contact Mrs Chris Bryant mrschris@soulbury.org  

All old spectacles and hearing aids can be recycled through the 
local Lions club. Please pass on to Vic Wright or Chris Bryant. 
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W.I. NEWS: The March meeting took place in the village hall with Jean Housley presiding.  The minutes of the previous meeting 
were read and signed, and correspondence dealt with.  Everyone agreed that last month's open meeting had been a great success and it was 
encouraging to see that so many people attended.  Maybe we can repeat the idea in the future. After completion of the business, Jean then 
introduced our speaker for the evening, Elizabeth Knight.  Her topic was "Lace Making for TV's Victorian Farm", and she told us how she 
received a phone call "out of the blue", asking if she could teach Ruth Goodman the art of lace making for the Victorian Farm series on tele-
vision.  We were treated to a most amusing and entertaining account of all the ups and downs she encountered, from finding a suitable pat-
tern to use for the lace, to having to use candle or natural light as the only light source, there was no electricity in the farmhouse and a cable 
had to be run in from an adjoining property so she could make a cup of tea during rehearsal breaks! Unfortunately due to timing issues Eliza-
beth did not get to appear on TV but as she said she has all her memories.  She was thanked for her most informative talk by Andrea Hamil-
ton after which refreshments were served. Our next meeting is on Tuesday April 12th when the speaker will be Geoffrey Gudgion and his 
topic will be "Writing and Other Lunacies" 

PARISH COUNCIL NEWS: A meeting of Soulbury Parish Council took place on Monday 21st March 2016. Apologies:  Mr. 
Alan Stevens, Mr.Ian Culley, Mr.John Day, and Mr.Neil Blake. 

Finances: approved. Planning: Cedar Lodge, Soulbury – No objection Children’s Playground: Nothing to report 

Grass Cutting: First cut of the year had been made Parish Devolution: After discussions with other Parish Councils, it was agreed that 
we sign. 

Public Participation: There were residents in Stockgrove concerned about a second much larger wind turbine being proposed at Check-
ley Wood Heath and Reach, three metres higher, and a 70% larger rotor than the other one, which seems out of use a lot of the time. We 
will speak to planning and see if we can get  some information. 

Millennium Green: The boys are doing a brilliant job. They are planting annuals around the new bonfire site. 

Any Other Business: The lorry company at Hollingdon Depot will be leaving at the end of March to a new home in Milton Keynes.  I 
know that we shall be pleased to have some peace from their rumblings, but the company has been generous to Soulbury Parish Council in 
donating towards a defibrillator, and other events. The Mead: It is noted that the large mound of earth is still causing concern. 

The Stone, Chapel Hill: We have received a complaint from a member of the public 
regarding damaging his car on the Stone. (See the article in the Leighton Buzzard Observer) 

Queen’s Birthday Celebrations: On April 21st on the Green there will be awards to the 
longest living Soulbury resident, the longest living Soulbury born resident, and the youngest 
boy and girl residents. If you know anyone you 
think qualifies for one of these please contact 
Vic Wright 270537. Donations to this event 
would be gratefully received.  Anyone wishing 
to help with the food (savoury finger food only) 
please contact Margaret Rowe 270355. 

Litter Pick: Date to be confirmed 

Date of next meeting: 18th April 2016 

Stewkley Singers                 
10th Anniversary  

Saturday 7th May 2016, 7.30pm 

All Saints Church, Leighton Buzzard 

Carmina Burana - Carl Orff 

Extracts of "Candide" - Bernstein 

Blest Pair of Sirens - Parry 

Tickets £12 and £6 (under 18) 

Call Julia 01525 240671                  
or Jean 01525 240570 

or Room No 9, Leighton Buzzard 

Close Cottage,    

Church Lane garden 

Open on Sunday 1st May, as part 

of The National Gardens Scheme, 

raising money for cancer care, 

hospices and carer support. 

Entry 1.30-5.30pm, admission 

£4.50, children free. Light refresh-

ments. Parking in church field. 
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TGR Electrical 

ELECSA approved Electrician 

Fuse Boards, Sockets, Lights etc. 

Based in Stewkley, Free Quotes 

01525 240498 / 07840 100501 

Chelmscote Construction Services Ltd. 

The Ridgeway, Chelmscote,                            
Nr Leighton Buzzard Beds LU7 0DT 

Tel. 01525 270115 / 07547 918887 

www.chelmscote-construction-services.co.uk 

chelmscote.cs@gmail.com 

Specialists of all aspects in the repair and refur-
bishment of listed and historic buildings 

Oak frame repair-replacement, Traditional lime 
plasters, Joinery, Roof repairs-reroofs, Exten-

sions/renovation, All ground works/
landscaping  

And of course all other building projects big or 
small. Clients include The National Trust and 
County Councils. Fully insured with over 25 
years experience . For a free quotation or help 

Malcolm & Judith Day             

01525 372393 

FOR ALL OF YOUR DOMESTIC CLEANING 

YOUR LOCAL STEWKLEY BASED COMPANY 

CHOOSE FROM WEEKLY OR FORTNIGHTLY 

FULLY INSURED 

ALL STAFF POLICE CHECKED 

ALL CLEANING MATERIALS PROVIDED 

CONTACT CHRIS  STEVENITT                                     
Office : 01525 242042 Mobile :  07850 540393 

chris@exquisitecleaning.co.uk 

www.exquisitecleaning.co.uk 

Country Frames 

The Complete Picture   
Framing Service 

Stewkley                      

Tel 07771 508805  

www.countryframes.co.uk  

Dog’s Body 

Professional                 
Dog Groomer 

Jenny Franchi            
(City & Guilds Trained) 

The Warren, Grove Farm                   
Church Road,           

Stoke Hammond             
Bucks, MK17 9BP 

Tel : 01525 270277 / 
07780 675379 

J & J Luxford Ltd. 

Stewkley based builders 

For all your building needs project 
managed from design to completion 

For testimonials and information visit 

 www.luxfordbuilders.co.uk 

Julian Luxford               07885 455203              
James Luxford              07860 726741 

Denne Country Stores 

Pet Food & Supplies, Equestrian Specialist 

Clothing & Foot Wear 

DIY, Fencing & Farm Supplies 

DOLLAR FARM    Tel: 01525 270211 

Open 6.5 days            www.dennecountry.co.uk 

Bug-A-Off Pest Control 

Any pest related                   
problem...SOLVED 

Immediate Response All pests considered 

All methods used, including live removal 

Price on Application, Contact Nigel Bliss 

01525 240619 / 07767 864698 

www.bug-a-offpestcontrol.yolasite.com 

Soulbury Parish Hall 

Perfect venue for children’s parties 
and small social events. 

Tables & Chairs also for Hire   

soulburyparishhall@gmail.com 

Nicola's Gardening Services 
Friendly local gardener available in Leighton Buzzard, Soulbury, 

Stewkley, Stoke Hammond and surrounding villages.  
 

One off jobs or regular maintenance work accommodated. 
I'm happy to carry out weeding, pruning, planting, lawn mowing, general 
tidying and any other odd jobs that you might like help with in the garden. 

www.nicolasgardeningservices.co.uk 
Free estimates available 

For more information, please contact Nicola on 
07733 208042 nicola@nicolasgardeningservices.co.uk 
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ALL SAINTS ’  CHURCH SERVICES 
 Team Rector : Rev. Philip Derbyshire, The Vicarage, Stewkley. Tel 240287                                                                                                                                   

  Team Vicar Wing & Wingrave : Rev. Helen Barnes                                                
 Team Vicar Cheddington with Mentmore : Rev. Gill Rowell 

Sunday 3rd April Family Service, 11:30am  Refreshments from 11am Rev. Philip Derbyshire & Joy 

Sunday 10th April Parish Communion, 11:30am  3rd Sunday of Easter Rev. Philip Derbyshire  

Sunday 17th April Parish Communion, 11:30am  4th Sunday of Easter Rev. Roger Hale 

Sunday 24th April Parish Communion, 11:30am  5th Sunday of Easter Rev. Philip Derbyshire  

Sunday 1st May Family Service, 11:30am  Refreshments from 11am Rev. Philip Derbyshire & Joy 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Mondays Sat 2nd, 11th, 25th  Garden Waste (Brown Bin)  

 

 

 

BURGINS  TAXIS 
Established 1946, well maintained 

modern fleet of 4 to 8 seater vehicles, 
very competitive rates for local, long 
distance and airport transfers.  Simply 

the best taxi service in the area. 

01525 372131 

mail@burginstaxis.co.uk 

Tuesdays 5th, 19th, 3rd  Food Bin & Recycling (Blue Lid) 

Tuesdays 12th, 26th  Food Bin & General Waste (Green Lid) 

Saturday 9th  Cricket Club Race Night 

Tuesday  12th 7:30pm W.I. - "Writing and Other Lunacies" 

Monday 18th 7:30pm Parish Council Meeting - Parish Hall 

Thursday 21st 7:30pm Queen’s Birthday Celebration, Village Green 

Sunday 1st May 1:30pm Church Lane - Open Garden (see page 2) 

Social Group phone Christine on 270377 for details 

Are you looking for a baby sitter?  

Call Emily 01525 279552 

or Emily Stevens 01525 270514 

This month’s newsletter is sponsored by Daniel Storey & Rachel Belsham. Charity Open Garden, Sunday 1st May (page 2)  

If you would like to sponsor an issue, or submit items for publication please contact: 

 Mrs. Norman 270483   soulburynews@btinternet.com 

Responsible babysitter available       
Lives in Soulbury                             

Amy Butler : 01525 270646           
References available on request 
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