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Editor’s note
I cannot actually believe it but I have looked after the Soulbury Parish News for
a year now. I hope you all have enjoyed the new format - lots of compliments
have already been received during the year which is lovely. However, its format
is not cast in tablets of stone so if you think something could be done better or
have ideas for more articles or, indeed, want to write a regular piece then
please feel free to talk to me about it. It is, after all, Soulbury’s Parish News not
Wendy’s Parish News and the main reason for this format was to improve
flexibility so there could be more content.
This edition covers December 2017 and January 2018 so I have put all the diary
dates for both months are shown.
This is a good opportunity to thank all the supporters of the magazine, be it the
team of regular contributors we already have or those companies, small
business and individuals who advertise. It would be lovely to have more
advertisers so I can increase the magazine size by another page as, some
months, it has been a bit of squeeze to get all the information in. We must not
forget the merry band of volunteers who deliver the magazine to your door
each month. However much I put in would be lost if the magazine sat in my
house, so thank you.
Finally, this is the last magazine before Christmas - yes, I have started using the
‘C’ word for 2017. I hope you and your families have a lovely time over the
festive period and that Santa brings all the kiddies something they will treasure.
Best wishes
Wendy

Dates for your diary - December 2017

Food bin and
general waste (green lid)

Thurs

7th, 21st

Food bin and
recycling (blue lid)

Thurs

14th

Recycling (blue lid)

Thurs

28th

Food bin

Fri

29th

W.I. Social
W.I. Christmas meal

Tues
Tues

5th
12th

Social Group
1:00 pm
Thurs
(Christmas lunch, Carpenters Arms, Stewkley)

14th

Parish Council Meeting

Mon

15th

Weds

13th

Book Club

7:30 pm

Soulbury Millennium Green and village events
2017
Christmas Singalong

Sat 2nd December

Dates for your diary - January 2018

Dates for your diary January 2018
Brown bin

Mon

29th

Food bin and
general waste (green lid)

Thurs

4th, 18th

Food bin and
recycling (blue lid)

Thurs

11th, 25th

W.I.

Tues

9th

Thurs
Weds

11th
24th

Weds

10th

Mon

15th

Mon

22nd

Social Group

2:30 pm

Book Club
Parish Council Meeting
Copy date for articles

7:30 pm

Soulbury Millennium Green and Village Events
2018
Soulbury Breakfast

Sun 14th January

Quiz Night

Sat 10th February

Soulbury Open gardens

Sat/Sun 30th June/1st July

Soulfest 2018

Sat 14th July

Church News - Philip’s message
Dear friends,
The current upheaval in Zimbabwe has brought to mind my own memories of
that truly beautiful country in which I lived and worked for a few years in the
'80's.
Christmas and New Year in real heat can be quite a culture shock for someone
brought up in a country where the festive season is characterised by cold, rain
or snow, mist, fog and short days.
There is something slightly bizarre (and vaguely comforting!) about singing "In
the bleak midwinter" in blistering heat by a swimming pool as meat is being
cooked on the brai (Africaans for bar-b-q).
Zimbabwe has been the 'breadbasket' of southern Africa which became the
'basket case’ instead, tragically. All because one man's vanity made him and those
around him believe his own publicity and turned a former liberation hero into a
power mad destroyer of the very democracy he had striven to achieve.
What a contrast with the life of Jesus, born to displaced parents, living under a
repressive foreign military power in collaboration with the local religious leaders
and generally ignored by those of influence till the end of His earthly life.
Whether we live in an urban or rural, hot or cold environment it is good to
remind ourselves of the significance of the baby born in Bethlehem 2000 years
ago: as the greatest free gift to humanity.
Enjoy Christmas and the beginning of 2018.
God Bless.
Revd. Philip

New arrival
Congratulations to Lisa and Tim Collins on the birth of their daughter on
Monday 6th November – Matilda Grace – who weighed in at 8lb 3oz. Mother
and daughter are both doing very well.

All Saints’ Church Services

Team Rector: Rev. Philip Derbyshire, The Vicarage, Stewkley. Tel 240287
Team Vicar Wing & Wingrave : Rev. Helen Barnes
Team Vicar Cheddington with Mentmore : Rev. Gill Rowell

Sunday 3rd December
Rev. Philip Derbyshire

Little Saints
Coffee in the church
Parish praise

10:30 am
11:00 am
11:30 am

Sunday 10th December
Rev. Philip Derbyshire

Parish Communion

11:30 am

Sunday 17th December

No service

Sunday 24th December
Rev. Philip Derbyshire

Carol service

6:00 pm

Monday 25th December
Rev. Philip Derbyshire

Family Communion

11:30 am

Sunday 31st December

No service

Services for January 2018
Sunday 7th January
Little Saints
Rev. Philip Derbyshire
Coffee in the church
11:00 am
Parish praise
Sunday 14th January
11:30 am
Rev. Philip Derbyshire

Parish Communion

Sunday 21st January

No service

10:30 am
11:30 am

Social Group
The Social Group met again on 1st and 15th November. As mentioned in the last
‘News’ we went to the Carpenters Arms in Stewkley on 1st to see if it was a good
venue for our Christmas lunch. Judging by the empty plates and lots of ‘this is lovely’
and ‘blimey, this is hot’ we decided it was a good venue so Christmas lunch was
booked there and then. Our meeting on 15th was at our usual venue, the parish
hall, to which lovely cakes, bread and butter pudding, etc were brought. Alan, again,
did us proud with another, rather seasonal quiz called ‘Name that tune’. So if you
could have worked out that ‘Obese personification fabricated of compressed
mounds of minute crystals’ was ‘Frosty the Snowman’ then we need you cos many
of us could not!
Our next meeting is on Thursday 14th December - our Christmas Lunch.

Millennium Green News
Work will obviously slow down on the Green now as we no longer have the
Community lads. However, thanks to the generosity of TJC at Hollingdon we have
been able to make an impression with the aid of a small digger for the weekend.
Matt from Stewkley, as our faithful driver, has done a sterling job and we hope to
continue to bring some changes and improvements in the coming months.
Firework night was very successful and, I believe, was enjoyed by all and we have
raised a substantial amount. We will have a final figure when all the bills have been
accounted for. (Committee take note).
Our next fund raiser will be our quiz night on Saturday 10th February. At £10 per
ticket, which includes a hot supper, it promises to be a fun evening, not to be taken
too seriously. So all you amateur know-alls get your thinking caps on and come to
join in the fun. Call Wendy to book. Details in the front of this mag.
www.soulburymillenniumgreen.co.uk

Christmas Singalong
In the parish hall on 2nd December - get your friends together and book a table.
£15.00 per person. Call Alan on 01296 270213 to book. Choice of fish and chips
or chicken and chips. Don’t forget to bring your own drinks and glasses.

Parish Council News
The meeting of Soulbury Parish Council took place on Monday 20 November 2017. There
were 11 members of the public present. Apologies received from Chairman Victor Wright
so Cllr Cross took the chair. Minutes of Parish Council annual meeting on Monday 16
October 2017 were approved. Under matters arising item 8 - Parish Hall, Cllr Stevens
corrected the item as it was a smoke alarm, not a fire alarm, that was to be acquired.
Various accounts were paid.
Planning:
17/03956/AOP: 50 dwellings in the field opposite Valley Farm, Soulbury with associated
services. This application had only just arrived so councillors have not had time to
inwardly digest it contents. However, a delegation of 3 from Linslade plus one from
Soulbury wanted the Council the object to it there and then. The clerk pointed out that
the Aylesbury Vale Local Plan was being submitted in January 2018 so questioned whether
any decisions would be made before a decision on that had been made. A decision by the
Council was not made.
Grass cutting: fi nished for the year.
Parish hall: We were advised that at the Parish Breakfast one table collapsed requiring
a deeper clean for the fl oor and the hostess trolley broke. The trolley will be looked at
and repaired appropriately.
It was also highlighted that both fire exits need to be unlocked and kept clear when the
hall is in use. This requirement will be added to the Terms and Conditions and Cllr Taylor
was asked to include a note to this effect in the Soulbury Parish News.
Soulbury Millennium Green: several loads of soil have arrived at the SMG. The
Sunday team of Community Payback lads will move it. We have been asked if we can take a
second team on a Sunday. Cllr Stevens agreed for them to come. Bonfi re night was a
success but not all bills have been submitted to the Treasurer so the profi t still has to be
worked out.
Public participation: The council were asked about progress on another dog bin.
Several months ago it was agreed to acquire one. Clerk to follow up.
Complaint received about lad on pushbike doing wheelies at the junction with Stewkley
Road and causing near misses.
Green Farm - contact, as promised at the last meeting by Cllr Blake, has not been
forthcoming. It appears, however, that there is a new planning officer with no knowledge
of Soulbury. Matter will be pursued and update at next meeting.
When will Gigaclear finish their works in the village to provide super fast broadband.
Matter will be taken to Cllr Wright.
AOB: discussion took place on the progress of refurbishing and repairing the fi nger sign.
All in progress.
Vehicular access to Andrews Close is being prevented by bins being left in the wrong place.
Council will write to resident.

Date of the next meeting: 18 December 2017.

Soulbury Village Cricket Club
The AGM took place early in November at which the Chairman, Brian Mead,
thanked the many people who had helped the Club in so many different ways during
the year. Without them it would be impossible to keep going. He also reported a
successful season on the playing side, with promotion to Division 3 of the Four
Counties League. The treasurer also reported a steady season on the financial side,
assisted by several social events and two generous sponsors: The Lime Tree Indian
restaurant in Leighton Buzzard and BC Kitchens and Furniture of Winslow.
The various awards were voted on at the meeting, but these are to be kept quiet
until the Presentation Evening at the Three Locks Golf Club on Sat 2nd December.
For tickets and club related matters, please contact Nick Mead on 07771 738546.

Stapleford Trust
The Stapleford Trust provides Christmas hampers to anyone who has lived in the
village for more than a year, is over 65 and would like to receive one.
The Trustees are concerned that they may be unaware of some villagers who, due to
their youthful looks, may be missing out. If so please contact Ian Parrott on 270234.

Local Policing
Local PCSO:

C9458 Natalie Hall

Neighbourhood Supervisor:

PC 7280 Philip Duthie

Contact Numbers:

Non emergency
To talk to officers
Emergency/crime in progress

Local Police Office:

Wing Police Office, Leighton Road, Wing

101
101
999

You can also email the team at:
greatbrickhillwingivinghoeNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
Drink driving - just a little reminder as the festive season
approaches
If you drink alcohol or take drugs and drive, you put yourself, your loved ones and
other road users at risk. Don’t take the chance, it's not worth the risk.
Drinking any alcohol, even a small drink, makes you a worse driver. It slows your
reaction times and makes you unable to judge speed and distance accurately. The
only safe way is to avoid all alcohol if you are driving.
Combining alcohol and illegal drugs together is a deadly combination which can
make a person 23 times more likely to be involved in a fatal collision
Never offer an alcoholic drink to someone who you know is driving.
Being convicted of drink or drug driving means you will lose your licence for at least
one year, have a criminal record and could be fined up to £5,000 or go to prison.
If you are planning to go out and know you will be drinking:
• decide how you’re going to get home before you go
• don’t drive to the venue
• drink soft drinks until you get home
• book a taxi or use public transport to get home, or stay overnight

Are you looking for a baby
sitter?
Emily Stevens
01525 270514

100 Club

Winners in 2017
January
Don Haines
February
Yvonne Amour
March
Valerie Redbart
April
Miranda Storey
May
Roger Rolls
June
Andrew Wood
July
Sue Cook
August
Valerie Redbart
September
Daniel Storey
October
Debbie Ollie
The 100 Club is run by the Soulbury Millennium Green Management committee and
by being a part of this you are supporting the work which continues on the Green
all year round. Click here to find the application form
The SMG Management committee really appreciates the support from everyone and
hopes you will continue by entering the draw for 2018.

Soulbury Breakfast
On Sunday 19th November breakfast was served to 106 people between 9:30 am
and 12 noon. This raised £480 towards the upkeep of Soulbury church. During
this year five Soulbury breakfasts have raised £2,141 towards the church repair
fund. Thank you to everybody who has helped and supported us this year.

As you come around the corner
by The Boot public house the
church does look a picture up
on the hill. There are always
ongoing repairs to keep it there.
If we all support fund raising
events it will be there for future
generations to enjoy.
The next breakfast will be on 14

Greensand Country Landscape
Partnership

The Greensand Country Landscape Partnership (GCLP) launched in January this
year, and has secured £1.66m National Lottery funding from the Heritage Lottery
Fund to support an array of exciting projects across the Greensand Country areabased along the Greensand Ridge from Leighton Buzzard to Gamlingay.
Our partners will be busy working to improve the heathlands, woodland and
historic parklands in the area, adding new walking, cycling and horse riding routes
and training volunteers and staff in traditional, local skills. We’re running events,
leading guided walks, holding talks and debates and promoting painting, poetry and
photography competitions, encouraging people to explore and enjoy their local
landscape, and preserve it for future generations.
We’re also looking to work with local communities to celebrate the history and
heritage of the area. We’re offering communities, clubs, schools or heritage groups
the chance to apply for a grant of between £500 and £15,000 to help preserve or
investigate the historic buildings, archaeological features or historic landscape in
their area.
Our first grant project was a geophysical survey of the remains of Warden Abbey
near Old Warden, which is now being used to create set of brand new paintings
and drawings showing how the abbey would have looked in it’s heyday in the 13th
century.
We’re now looking for more projects to support, and may be able to help your
school, local community group, WI or local History Society make something really
exciting happen around your village.
This could include helping to restore a building, surveying archaeological remains,
mapping old fields and hedges, improving access to a historic site near you, or
creating new interpretation about your area.
Projects can be based around sites from any time period, including the 20th century.
We’ve given you a few ideas for what you could do, but we’re happy to have a chat
about anything and see if we can help you get involved!
As well as helping communities investigate their heritage, we also have grant
funding available for landowners, schools, sports clubs and community groups who
own or manage woodlands, heath or grassland.

John Nicholas
Private Catering Services
07903 382736

House Sitting,
Baby Sitting
Pet Sitting, Pet Walking
I am a mature lady and have lived in
Soulbury for 9 years
Very reliable, kind and considerate
References available
Call Jeanette on 07778 548532

The
Pilates
Workshop
.co.uk
Pilates in Stoke Hammond
Group Matwork classes at the Community Centre on
Mondays: 9.25am, 10.30am, 11.45am,7.10pm & 8.15pm
Classes also at Aspley Guise, Berkhamstead & Dunstable
Studios
Private Sessions available
Sports Massage Therapy available

louisa.pilates@gmail.com
www.ThePilatesWorkshop.co.uk
Tel: 07941 203589
FB: thepilatesworkshopandsportsmassagemk
& pilatesworkshop

FOR ALL YOUR DOMESTIC CLEANING
YOUR LOCAL STEWKLEY BASED COMPANY
CHOOSE FROM WEEKLY OR FORTNIGHTLY
FULLY INSURED
ALL STAFF POLICE CHECKED
ALL CLEANING MATERIALS PROVIDED
CONTACT CHRIS STEVENITT
Office: 01525 242042 Mobile: 07850 540393
chris@exquisitecleaning.co.uk
www.exquisitecleaning.co.uk

Womens’ Institute

The Annual General Meeting of Soulbury W.I. was held this month with Jean Housley
presiding. The minutes of the previous meeting were read and signed and matters
arising discussed and correspondence dealt with.
As we attended the group
meeting at Stoke Hammond last month, there was quite a lot to deal with! Our
secretary, Andrea Hamilton then presented the annual report for 2017. This
brought back a reminder of the many interesting speakers we had enjoyed during
2017. These covered a wide range of topics, from the life of garden birds to Shiatsu.
We were also given a new slant on the Glenn Miller story, an insight into the life of
a Fleet Street journalist and medicines which can be found in your garden. Mary
Burnett, one of our members, stepped into the breech when one of the speakers
was unable to attend and gave us an impromptu talk on the experiences of
becoming a qualified cricket umpire and scorer, and a Members' Evening revealed a
wealth of talent exhibited by everyone! The highlight of our year was our visit to
Highclere Castle, the setting for Downton Abbey, in July which was thoroughly
enjoyed by all who participated.
The financial report for the year was then presented by our treasurer, Gaye
Henrick, which revealed that our finances are still in a healthy state helped by our
Pudding Club evening held in February, and the afternoon tea last month. We are
looking forward to another similar year in 2018.
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 5th December which will be a social evening
followed a week later by our Christmas Dinner.

Advertising Rates
To advertise in this magazine the rates are as follows:
Full page (portrait)
Half page (landscape)
Quarter page (portrait)
Small ads (landscape)

Per year
£200
£100
£50
£33

Per month
£30
£20
£10
£5

Advertisements will appear in b/w in the booklet format and full colour in
the ePub format. The cost includes advertising in both formats.

Parish Hall
Can we please remind all users of the Parish Hall not to leave any unwanted items
in the Parish Hall, especially in the kitchen, ie crockery, glasses etc. It is becoming
extremely cluttered and makes cleaning difficult. We have had to dispose of
several items.
We also need to remind hirers of the Conditions of Hire and the need to have the
fire exits unlocked and clear access maintained whenever the hall is in use.
Thank you
Parish Hall Committee

The Stewkley Singers
present

Music & Mince Pies
A celebration of music and readings

Saturday 9th December
7.30pm
The Village Hall,
High Street North, Stewkley
Tickets: £8 Adults
£4 Children
including seasonal refreshments
Tickets from:
Julia Sims Tel: 01525 240671
Rachael Webb Tel: 01525 240950
Come and join us to
kick off a cracking Christmas
for all the family!

100 Club application form
Soulbury Millennium Green Trust – 100 CLUB
Registered Charity No: 1070738
The 100 Club is reforming in January, so which of you will be the lucky 12 winners in 2018?
The Club has an annual membership of 50-80 members (maximum 100) each year and the
Trustees thank you for your past support and hope you will take part in the 2018 monthly
draw - the more funds we can generate through subscription, the bigger the
monthly payout to a lucky winner. The 100 Club is a fun way of raising funds for the
Millennium Green’s continued upkeep for everyone’s enjoyment - walking dogs, enjoying a
stroll, peacefully sitting and enjoying the view, Soulfest, Schools’ Festival, Bonfire Night, and even
for a summer BBQ.
The cost is £12 for the year; each month a number is drawn at the monthly Millennium Green
Committee meeting and a cheque is sent to the winner. The first draw will take place in
January 2018.
Please return the form to Elizabeth Caplan at 4 The Mead, Soulbury with your subscription
payment by mid January. You can include as many applicants’ names as you wish along with
correct payment.
If all the existing club members can get one more person to join, then we will enlarge the
membership which would make the pay out bigger.
✂------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

APPLICATION FORM for the 100 Club, Soulbury Millennium Green
(Registered Charity No: 1070738)
NAME(s) …………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
ADDRESS ………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
Tel ……………………………. Email (optional but helpful) ………………….……………….
Cheque No ……………………… Cheque amount/Cash £……………….…………………
Please make cheques payable to Soulbury Millennium Green Trust
Date ……………………………2017/2018 Signature ………………………………………

Ultrafast
is here...
Order Now

Gigaclear offers ultrafast broadband
services,ensuring that you stay
better connected. You can get the

Just some of the reasons
to choose Gigaclear
1000Mbps

experience the Internet speed and
reliability most could only dream of.

Ultrafast speeds of up to
1000Mbps with unlimited
download/uploads
All the family online
at the same time

From only £41.30

Gigaclear to meet your
online needs today and
in the future

per month

Place your order today at:
Find out more:

info@gigaclear.com

facebook.com/gigaclear

*Delivering up to 40x faster broadband than the average UK broadband speed.

@Gigaclear

gigaclear.com

